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ability that the aerodrome became the famous place
it was. He had had a varied career and was most
unfortunately killed shortly after the outbreak of war
in a night-flying accident at Hendon. I remember
his once telling me that he could sell a hundred of our
1504's * if he had the handling of their sales. I laughed
at this and regarded what he had said as being a joke
for I very much doubted his ability to accomplish
such a feat, for at that time half a dozen machines
constituted a big order and was something to talk
about. Actually we had made only the one machine.
Little did I think then, even in my wildest dreams, that
before long we should be producing this machine, not
in hundreds, but literally in thousands.

Later the Daily Mail bought our original ' 504,' and
we fitted it with floats which could be easily and quickly
changed for a land under-carriage.   It was flown at a
number of seaside and inland towns including Birming-
ham, where the reservoir was used in the absence of an
aerodrome near by.   The Admiralty and War Office
also gave a few orders, and the aircraft industry did
begin to show signs of possibilities.   Rival constructors
were growing into manufacturers, and orders from
various sources were beginning to come in.   But the
few orders we did get were hardly sufficient to carry
us on financially for any length of time and again we
were beginning to consider whether we could carry
on much longer.   Then a fortunate event took place
which gave us a good deal of encouragement.   We
received an order from Germany for a seaplane, and
this machine which we supplied was the first machine
to fly from Germany to Heligoland.   The Germans
built a number of machines on similar lines and used
them during the War which broke out shortly afterwards.
To return to the matter of meetings at Hendon.   On
occasion we used to enter machines for certain races.
The most important event,  undoubtedly,  was the